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Species Care Sheet  
 

Species Name: Lasius Niger 

Colony form: Monogyne (One queen per colony) 

Queen Size: 6-9mm 

Worker Size: 3-5mm 

Founding: Fully Claustral  

Difficulty: Extremely Beginner Friendly  
 

General Information: 
 

Lasius Niger are one of the most prolific species in the UK and across Europe. They are an extremely 

robust species making them a brilliant first ant species. Their presence can be found almost 

everywhere in the UK as they tend to dominate every environment here. They can be found nesting 

in soil, under stones and under slabs. 

In captivity Lasius Niger can be kept at room temperature as it is similar to their normal outside 

temperature. However, if you are looking to speed up their brood’s development you can increase 

their temperature to around 22-25 degrees Celsius. Make sure not to go any higher than around 28 

degrees Celsius, as it is at around this temperature that the colony can be harmed.   

Their nuptial flights occur during summer time (around July). These are usually massive affairs with 

hundreds of female and male alates taking to the air to mate.  

Being a native species, they hibernate during winter. During winter they will slow down to preserve 

energy and will not go out foraging for food. To hibernate Lasius Niger you should keep the nest 

temperature at around 10 degrees Celsius, but don’t go any lower as this can cause harm to your 

colony. They will emerge from hibernation during late March. 

 

Feeding: 
 

When it comes to food Lasius Niger are not at all fussy. They will happily accept a variety of food 

stuffs such as mealworms, crickets, flies, sugar water, honey and many more. When it comes to the 

ant’s diet you need to ensure they have a balance of sugary foods and protein filled foods. The 

sugars will be used by the workers as an energy boost to keep them working. However, the protein 

will be fed to the developing brood and the queen. This aids the brood in growth and gives the 

queen the necessary protein to produce more eggs.  

Your feeding schedule depends on the size of the colony. But for a small colony I would suggest 

feeding them every couple of days or so. Doing this you will ensure optimal colony growth. We stock 

both protein jelly and mealworms on our website which are staples of a colonies diet and are great 

for growth.  


