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Species Care Sheet  
 

Species Name: Lasius Flavus 

Colony form: Polygyne (can have multiple colonies in a colony) 

Queen Size: 7-9mm 

Worker Size: 2-4mm  

Founding: Fully-claustral  

Difficulty: Beginner Friendly  
 

General Information: 
 

Lasius Flavus are a common species to the UK and Europe. They are often found nesting in grass 

plains and meadows which has led to their common name being “Yellow Harvester Ants”. This 

species can also be found nesting with Lasius Niger. They appear to be able to share a nest together 

in the wild but do not try to replicate this in captivity as it will lead to one of the species being killed.  

Both Lasius Flavus and Lasius Niger have a similar body structure due to their shared genus. 

However, they differ in colouring, size and behaviour. Lasius Flavus are a lot smaller than Lasius 

Niger and are a lovely yellow colour, making them a species that everyone should have at some time 

or another. Alongside the physical differences, they also differ in behaviour. Lasius Flavus are far 

more timid when compared to their “cousin” Lasius Niger. They also tend to spend a lot more time 

underground meaning they don’t show much activity on the surface or in outworlds until they reach 

great numbers. 

Nuptial flights occur during summer at usually the same time as Lasius Niger colonies. This will occur 

at some point around July.  

Being a native species, they hibernate during winter to avoid the harsh conditions that winter brings. 

To hibernate this species, you need to lower their nest temperature to around 10 degrees Celsius 

but no lower. Doing so could cause harm to the colony. They hibernate through winter and will wake 

up around late March time. 

 

Feeding: 
 

Lasius Flavus will accept a wide variety of insects as a protein source. For example, they would 

happily accept mealworms or even protein jelly which you can find on our website. They are also 

extremely fond of sugars and would readily accept honey, sugar water and any other sugary 

substances.   


