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Species Care Sheet  
 

Species Name: Crematogaster Scutellaris (AKA Acrobat Ants) 

Colony form: Monogyne (One queen per colony) 

Queen Size: 7-9mm 

Worker Size: 3-4mm  

Founding: Fully Claustral  

Difficulty: Beginner Friendly  
 

General Information: 
 

This beautiful species is native to the land surrounding the Mediterranean. They can be found in 

several countries, such as Southern France, Italy and Spain. Crematogaster Scutellaris are a fast-

developing species that will quickly expand given the right amount of protein. They are also rather 

aggressive and may spray formic acid when agitated. Due to this you should ensure there is 

adequate ventilation in the outworld to prevent the ants from harming themselves with formic acid 

fumes.  

The humidity within the nest should be kept at around 50-60% to ensure optimal conditions for the 

developing brood. Due to their natural habitat being the warm Mediterranean the nest should be 

kept at a temperature of around 21-24°C. You should try to avoid going above the temperature of 

28°C as this may begin to harm the colony. Heating the colony can be achieved by either using a heat 

mat or keeping the colony in a warm part of the house. 

The nuptial flights (mating flights) of this species occur during warm evenings from August to 

October. However, it is imperative that you do not allow your captive colony to release male and 

female alates into the surrounding areas as they are not native to this country. This can be achieved 

by keeping the lid on the outworld during the nuptial season. 

 

Feeding:         
 

Crematogaster Scutellaris are easy to feed. They will readily accept most forms of protein when in 

insect form. However, you can use other sources of protein if you so wish. You can try using protein 

jelly which can sometimes be rejected by smaller colonies. Larger colonies are usually more willing 

to eat protein jelly. Both feeder insects and protein jellies can be found on our website (antsants.uk). 

For sugar you can try a combination of honey and sugar water. They are usually extremely accepting 

of most sugar sources.  

 


